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OKLAHOMAdo
OOA GIVES OSU FIRST-YEAR 
STUDENTS TOOLS & SUPPORT

The OOA continues to provide first-year medical stu-
dents with the tools and support they need as they begin 
their osteopathic journeys.

OSU-COM CELEBRATES 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
OSU-CHS hosts North Hall ribbon cutting as they cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the OSU College of Os-
teopathic Medicine.

14TH ANNUAL RESEARCH POSTER 
SYMPOSIUM
Students and Residents have the opportunity to show-
case their research at the OOA's 2023 Winter CME 
Seminar and win a cash prize.
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First-year medical students Rylee Dunlap, left, and Alexandra Shumard are 
gifted stethoscopes by the Oklahoma Osteopathic Association in the 

Tandy Conference Center.

#OOAScopes

By Sara Plummer

The OSU College of Osteopathic Medicine and the   
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association have a relationship
that dates back to the school’s founding 50 years ago.

“OOA was instrumental in getting the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine started, and many of our association’s presidents, 
leaders and most accomplished members have been graduates 
of OSU-COM,” said OOA CEO and Executive Director Al-
lison LeBoeuf. “It’s a relationship we cherish and foster, sup-
porting our medical students with resources and a commu-
nity of physician mentors to encourage the next generation of 
OOA members and osteopathic physicians within our state.”

  The OOA was founded in 1900 — before Oklahoma was even
  a state — as an affiliate of the American Osteopathic Associa-
tion, and today it represents more than 2,000 D.O. physicians, 

residents, interns and medical students in the state.
Each year, OOA supplies the incoming medical students with their white coats and OOA board members present stu-
dents with their first stethoscope at an informal presentation and meet and greet during their first week of classes.

“It’s amazing to see the spark of excitement in the students’ eyes when they receive their stethoscope and shake the hands 
of the OOA board members handing it to them. We’ve received some lovely thank-you notes from the students, and it’s 
nice to know that the contributions of OOA members that enable us to provide these stethoscopes and white coats to the 
incoming class have such a personal impact,” LeBoeuf said. 

Dr. Natasha Bray, interim dean of OSU-COM at the Cherokee Nation, said OOA advocates for practicing physicians 
and supports medical students in order to ensure the future of the profession for Oklahoma and its citizens.

“Osteopathic physicians in Oklahoma support one another and our students. Students are the future of our profes-
sion, they will provide vital care to our families and communities,” Bray said. “OOA supports our students in very 
tangible ways by providing them with their first white coat and stethoscope as well as scholarships, but they also 
provide mentoring and education as our students develop their professional identity.”

LeBoeuf said the OOA board members and staff look forward to meeting the incoming class each year and talking 
about how they and the organization can best serve the students on their journey into the practice of medicine.

OOA GIVES OSU MED 
STUDENTS TOOLS, SUPPORT 
AS THEY BEGIN SCHOOL
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“We want to prepare each generation of OSU medical students with the proper tools to practice excellent medi-
cine and show them how valued they are within our state as future Oklahoma physicians,” LeBoeuf said. “OSU-
COM students, before they even begin their first day of classes, are important advocates for the health and 
well-being of their future patients and can be very effective in helping to shape the laws and regulations that will 
impact their future practice.”
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The Oklahoma Osteopathic Association and Oklahoma Educational Foundation for 

Osteoapthic Medicine par tner annually to provide incoming first-year medical students Cardi-

ology-IV stethoscopes. We are offering osteopathic physicians the opportunity to sponsor a 

stethoscope to future osteopathic physicians. Names will be included with the gifted Litmann 

Stethoscope to connect the sponsoring physician with the student recipient. 

First-year medical students stand with OOA Executive Director, Allison LeBoeuf, and OSU Professor & OOA Board 
Member Christopher Thurman, DO, after receiving their stethoscopes. 



Talk to your patients about quitting  
tobacco and recommend the Helpline.

Get FREE Materials  
for Your Office

The Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline has FREE materials 
such as pens, brochures and badge reels to  
help start the conversation with your patients.  
To order materials, visit OKhelpline.com/Order.

AOA CATEGORY 1-A CREDITS
WHENEVER • WHEREVER

The CME Center, a collaboration with 
other state associations, is a hub for on-
demand programs, webinars, and live 
educational opportunities addressing 
a broad spectrum of topics covering 

practice management, healthcare 
regulation and relevant clinical issues.

Visit www.thecmecenter.org, create an 
account & access over 150+ CMEs instantly!

With more constantly being added, 
DO CME is the place to get the 

latest on-demand lectures.

To watch OOA sponsored lectures on The CME 
Center, scan the QR Code or visit 

www.thecmecenter.org/topicarea/ooa-oklahoma





• What is your specialty? 
	 Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
• How many years have you been in practice? 
	 11
• What college of osteopathic medical school did you attend?
	 Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences
• What year did you graduate? 
	 2005

Arlen Foulks, D.O.

• What’s your favorite hobby?
	 Anything with my wife and kids
• What’s something you’ve always wanted to try, but 
never have? 
	 Parachuting
• Who was your childhood hero? What did they do that 
inspired you?
	 My mother, she kept our family
	 organized, is always very 
	 compassionate to others, and
	 she demonstrated how to
	 accomplish things with hard work
• What is the best piece of advice that was given to you?
	 “If you never ask then the answer will always
	 be no”

• Were you ever in the military?
	 No
• What is your favorite holiday and why? 
	 Christmas, I love what it stands for
	 due to my christian beliefs and I like
	 that most people tend to do things
	 for others during this time
• What is your all-time favorite song?
	 I Can Only Imagine
• Where is the best vacation spot? 
	 I really love to go to the mountains
	 in Montana in the summer/fall

• What advice do you have for the younger 
generation? 
	 Don’t be afraid to ask questions or ask
	 to be shown how to do something, it is
	 how we learn
• Which famous person would you like to meet?
	 Dwayne Johnson
• What is the most important thing about the work you 
do?
	 Giving babies a chance to make it in this world
	 and be a part of their parents’ lives
• What was a highlight of this last year? 
	 Getting to Travel and meet in person

• Do you have a favorite sports team? If so, who? 
	 OKC Thunder
• What is the sweet treat that you would break a diet 
for?
	 Donuts
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OSU-CHS HOSTS NORTH HALL RIBBON
CUTTING, CELEBRATES MED SCHOOL 

50TH ANNIVERSARY

By Sara Plummer

OSU Center for Health Sciences commemorated the opening 
of the campus’ newest building North Hall with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony, as well as celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the OSU College of Osteopathic Medicine during an event 
Thursday, July 28, in the lobby of the new facility.

The 120,000-square-foot North Hall building is home to the 
new Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in Tulsa as well 
new anatomy and neuroanatomy labs, three classrooms, 65 
graduate program student study carrels, 21 conference and 
meeting rooms and department and administrative office 
spaces.

“All of us are so very grateful for the culture we have in the 
Cowboy family, and part of that culture is not going at it 
alone. We believe in collaboration and partnership, and it’s 
our valued partners who helped us get here today,” said OSU-
CHS President Johnny Stephens. “This building represents 
the growth both in our Physician Assistant program and in 
our graduate programs at OSU-CHS. New facilities like this 
help us attract and educate the state’s best and brightest stu-
dents and gives us room to grow in the future.”

Working with state legislators including Sen. Roger Thomp-
son and Rep. Kevin Wallace helped secure a portion of the 
funding for the facility that more than doubles the square 

footage of the Medical Examiner’s office in Tulsa and greatly 
increases the size of the anatomy lab and offers a dedicated 
neuroanatomy lab for medical, physician assistant and gradu-
ate program students. 

“I appreciate my good friends at OSU and the Medical Ex-
aminer’s office coming together to work on a plan for a space 
that meets the critical needs of such an important function of 
state government,” Thompson said. “I also appreciate OSU’s 
leadership in the health care realm in the state and am always 
very supportive of President Kayse Shrum and Dr. Stephens’ 
vision. I have no doubt that many more great things are to 
come from this campus and am grateful for OSU’s many 
prosperous partnerships with the State of Oklahoma.”

Wallace recalled a few years ago when OSU and the Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner brought forward a plan for a 
joint space that would not only meet the needs and accredita-
tion requirements of the Medical Examiner’s office, but would 
also allow more lab and educational space for OSU to con-
tinue training the state’s next generation of doctors.

From left, Dr. Eric Pfeifer, chief medical examiner; Rep. Kevin Wallace; OSU President Kayse Shrum, DO; Sen. Roger Thompson; and 
OSU- CHS President Johnny Stephens take part in the ribbon cutting ceremony at North Hall on the OSU-CHS campus on Thursday, 

July 28.
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“It was easy to be supportive of the joint effort and I know I 
speak for my colleagues in the House of Representatives when 
I say we are appreciative of the collaboration among the two 
entities to make this state-of-the-art facility a reality for the 
state,” Wallace said. 

Dr. Eric Pfiefer, chief medical examiner, said nestled in the 
heart of North Hall is an advanced and unparalleled facility.

“In my position, I’ve seen medical examiner’s offices across the 
country, and this one is without equal,” Pfeifer said, and the 
same could be said for OSU-CHS’ lab spaces. “What’s going to 
come out of this school will rock the medical world.” 

The North Hall project started when Shrum was still president 
of OSU-CHS and dean of the medical school, and it’s just the 
latest example of collaboration and partnership, which has be-
come a hallmark of the institution in its 50-year history. 

“At OSU we are proud of the partnerships that we have forged 
with public, private and philanthropic entities across our great 
state,” Shrum said. “It’s also a wonderful day to mark the 50th 
anniversary of our College of Osteopathic Medicine and to 
consider the impact a facility like this will have on our mission 
of preparing the next generation of physicians and health care 
professionals to serve Oklahoma.”

Several notable alumni also attended the event and spoke of 
their ongoing relationship with the school including Dr. Trudy 
Milner, who graduated from OSU-COM in 1988 and now 
serves on the OSU/A&M Board of Regents. 

“I started my journey to become a physician in 1984. I had 
been working as a nurse and had two young daughters, so I 
was not the typical medical student,” Milner said. “And while 

the progress all around us at OSU-CHS is truly something to 
behold, I can tell you the quality of education goes back to day 
one at this medical school. I have always been so proud to call 
myself an alumna of OSU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine.”

Dr. Dennis Blankenship graduated from OSU-COM in 2001 
and now serves as the interim dean of his alma mater.

“When I set out to be a physician, my dream was to return to 
my hometown and practice primary care. During my journey, 
I fell in love with emergency medicine and my path changed 
as I found a new passion in teaching,” Blankenship said. “I 
began training students and residents in emergency medicine 
and that continues to be one of the best parts of my job today. 
I’m so proud of our college and our students and graduates.”

Stephens said it’s hard to believe that it’s been 50 years since the 
college of established to train physicians for rural and under-
served Oklahoma.

“I am proud to say we are fulfilling this mission every day 
with over 3,800 alumni and more than 800 doctors practicing 
across the state,” he said. “As we celebrate 50 years of our Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine on our campus, we look forward 
to continuing our mission to educate primary care physicians 
for rural and underserved Oklahoma.” 

North Hall on the OSU Center for Health Sciences campus.
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to protect and promote 
osteopathic medicine in 

Oklahoma.
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NEW ANATOMY, NEUROANATOMY LABS 
MAJOR UPGRADE FOR STUDENTS AND 

FACULTY

By Sara Plummer

As part of the new North Hall building on the OSU Center for 
Health Sciences campus, medical and graduate students now have 
access to new, modern anatomy and neuroanatomy labs that greatly 
expand the available space of the former lab.

“It’s at least three times as big,” said Thom Garrison, lab coordinator 
and director of the OSU Body Donor Program. “Everything was in 
the same space. Now we have an entryway with storage spaces for 
student belongings, dedicated wash stations, tables and chairs for 
study.”

And there is just more square footage in the lab itself.

“Students bumping elbows with students at the next table was fairly 
common in the old lab. Students have more space to move around 
and work on their assigned cadavers. We also have more storage 
space for equipment, skeletal and anatomical models,” Garrison 
said. “The cadaver storage unit is twice the capacity and is located in 
its own secured area of the lab.”

The neuroanatomy lab is also a major upgrade from the previous lab 
space, said Professor of Anatomy Kent Smith, Ph.D.

“In the past, all neuroanatomy courses were taught in the gross anat-
omy lab meaning multiple medical and graduate student courses all 
shared space, which was very challenging for students and faculty,” 
Smith said. “Now, like at our OSU College of Osteopathic Medicine 
at the Cherokee Nation campus in Tahlequah, there are two separate 
labs: one for gross anatomy where whole bodies will be studied and 
one for neuroanatomy where only brains will be studied.”

Smith said the neuroanatomy lab will accommodate new graduate 
courses in addition to the regular neuroanatomy courses that were 
offered in the past.
The additional lab space also allows room to grow with 16 stations 
now available in the gross anatomy lab, each with its own area for 
daily supply storage, dry erase board and countertop space for lap-
tops or books. 

This semester there are 13 stations being used in each of the three 
anatomy classes with students divided into groups of four at each 
station.

“The AV system is a welcomed upgrade— a two-camera system, 
bigger and better monitors and audio throughout the lab,” he said. 
“The new lighting is also a vast improvement. No more shadows 
over the cadaver, which makes for a much better dissection environ-
ment.”

There is also a dedicated temporal bone lab so students can study the 
area of the head where the ear is located using real bone and tissue, 
and not just rely on models, Garrison said.

The new lab spaces also honor those who made the decision to do-
nate their or their family member’s body to the Body Donor Pro-
gram.

“They are our honored guests and we’re privileged to have them 
here,” Garrison said.

Each group of students is assigned a donated body at the beginning 
of the semester, and they will dissect and learn from their cadaver 
during their time in the lab.

Clinical Assistant Professor of Anatomy Ian Browne, Ph.D., said 
that the assigned body is the students’ first patient. 

“They’re probably the best anatomy professor they’ll ever have,” 
Browne said. “They were members of the community and they cared 
about the community. They gave this gift so our students could go 
out and care for the community.”

Dr. Ian Browne (left) talks with medical students Kathryn Smith, Jordan Valenzuela, Ryan Sherry 
and Keri Mitchell (right) during orientation in the new anatomy lab in North Hall on the Center 

for Health Sciences campus.
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For more information contact Mykayla 
Caplinger at mykayla@okosteo.org



Member News

Congratulations to Dr. Dennis 
Blankenship on becoming dean of 
OSU-COM and to Dr. Natasha Bray 
on becoming dean of OSU-COM at 
the Cherokee Nation! 

Credit to Sara Plummer

KAYSE SHRUM, D.O. INDUCTED INTO OKLAHOMA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME

OSU College of Osteopathic Medicine Dean Dennis Blankenship, left, OSU-COM at 
the Cherokee Nation Dean Natasha Bray, and OSU Center for Health Sciences President 

Johnny Stephens.

October 4, 2022
	 Bureau on Membership
	
October 5, 2022
	 Bureau on Legislation Dinner
	 Bureau on Legislation Meeting

October 6, 2022
	 Bureau on Convention 
	 Bureau on Finance
	 OSU-COM Advisory Council 
	 Bureau on Postgraduate Educa-	
	 tion
	 Board of Trustees Meeting

November 29, 2022
	 Bureau on Membership
	
November 30, 2022 
	 Board of Trustees & Past Presidents (&
	 Spouse) Christmas Party

December 1, 2022
	 Bureau on Convention 
	 Bureau on Finance
	 Bureau on Constitution & Bylaws
	 Bureau on Postgraduate Education
	 OEFOM Board of Trustees
	 Board of Trustees Meeting

OOA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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What is FOOA?
The Friends of the Oklahoma Osteopathic Association is a membership association for the spouses, relatives, 
and loved ones of OOA Physician, Resident, and Medical Student members. The Mission of FOOA is to 
promote awareness of and support the Osteopathic Profession within Oklahoma through collaboration, 
education, and community.

Newly formed in 2021, FOOA strives to offer a home for the loved ones of OOA members. 
FOOA members coordinate community events, participate in OOA activities, and share 
resources and support within the organization. Use the QR code to learn more about FOOA and
explore what this organization has to offer.
 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
FOOA regular member dues are $50 annually (November 1 – October 31). Membership for the spouses of 
medical students and residents is FREE.  To join, simply return this form with the enclosed OOA dues renewal 
(you may write one check for both OOA & FOOA dues if you’d prefer).

FOOA Member Name: _____________________________________________

Mobile Phone: ___________________  Home Phone: ____________________

Email: __________________________________________________________
 
 OOA Member Spouse, Parent or Other Loved One
 

 Resident Spouse          Medical Student Spouse          

Amount Enclosed
($50 for each FOOA membership; 
Spouses of Medical Students & 
Residents is FREE)

$

Payment:        Check Enclosed (Please make check payable to the Oklahoma Osteopathic Association.) 

 

 VISA          MASTERCARD          DISCOVER           AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card No.: ________________________________________________________ Card Exp. Date: _______________ 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________ CVV: _______________________

Name (please print as it appears on card): ________________________________________________________________

Billing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________ State: ________________ Zip: _____________________
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The OEFOM was founded in 1967 and chartered by the State of Oklahoma as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, charitable organization, with objectives to promote and 
support the education of physicians and students in osteopathic medicine. 

If you have questions as to how your dollars are being spent, call (405) 528-4848. 

 
Better health care for all Oklahomans is the primary purpose of the foundation.  

Designated funds are used to support student scholarships annually to enrich the 
Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
located in Tulsa, and the Cherokee Nation, and to maintain the Oklahoma Osteopathic 

Educational Center.  

The Oklahoma Educational Foundation for Osteopathic Medicine was founded in 1967 with the mission of providing support to 
past, present, and future osteopathic physicians through scholarships and other financial aid. In 1985, the OEFOM Board of 
Trustees decided to build a safe haven for the osteopathic community located at 4848 N Lincoln Blvd, naming it the Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Educational Center. Thirty-seven years later, the mission and vision remain the pillars of the OEFOM. However, 
time has moved on, and the funds have dwindled due to COVID-19 hardship scholarships, building maintenance, multiple 
student scholarships, stethoscope donations, and other day-to-day necessities.  

I am writing to you today to ask for your consideration of a tax-deductible contribution of $100, $250, $500, or $1,000 
or more to the general fund and/or the building maintenance fund. Your contribution, of any amount, to any of the following 
funds would be greatly appreciated.  

 General Fund  Building Maintenance Fund 

 Stethoscope Sponsorship Please use my contribution where it’s needed most

Tax-deductible gifts can be easily made to OEFOM in the following ways: 

 Make a secure donation online at www.okosteo.org » Foundation [tab at top right of page] » Donate to Foundation 

 Scan the QR Code to be taken directly to the donation page 

 Mail this form with your check or credit card information to 4848 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105, in the self-
addressed envelope provided 

Credit Card Information: 

Credit Card Type:  American Express ___        Visa ___   MasterCard ___   Discover ___ 

Card #: ____________________________________________________  Card Exp. Date: ___________________ 

Card CVV # (three/four digits): ______________________    Zipcode: _________________________ 

Name on Card: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________________________  Gift amount: $ ____________________ 

Thank you in advance for your continuing financial support that will allow the OEFOM to support osteopathic medical students 
and to maintain the headquarters for both OEFOM and the OOA.   

Sincerely, 

Allison C. LeBoeuf, JD 
OEFOM Secretary, Treasurer 
On behalf of the OEFOM Board of Trustees
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Scan the QR Code aaa 
or visit 

www.okosteo.org/the-difference-a-d-o-makes 
to order your copy today!

now on 
amazon.com!

The Difference A D.O. Makes

The Millenium Edition

by Bob E. Jones, CAE

$20.00



Ebb Willis Reeves, DO, 
91, of Tulsa, OK, passed 
away on August 22. Kind, 
generous, brilliant, prag-
matic, thoughtful, gracious, 
witty, humble, loyal, a 
leader, a mentor, a healer, a 
friend, a father, a roman-
tic - just some of the many 
words that come to mind 
when those who know 
him think about Ebb. He 

was also the king of the slightly off-color dad joke or humor-
ous rewrite of traditional song lyrics to entertain his kids and 
grandkids.

Following graduation from the University of Texas at Austin 
in 1952, Ebb was a pharmacist at his family-owned drug store 
in Denton, TX – Reeves Drug. After a 24-month stint in the 
U.S. Army he returned to Denton, where he and his wife, Bar-
bara Wheeless Reeves, had three children. He continued his 
pharmacy career while attending medical school at the Kansas 
City College of Osteopathy and Surgery. Ebb graduated sec-
ond in his class and expanded his family with one more child 
before moving to Tulsa, a city he would call home and where 
he would build his professional life for most of the rest of his 
time on earth.   

Ebb was not in Tulsa long when he lost his wife, Barbara, 
to encephalitis. He continued to raise his four children as a 
single working dad, with much help from his family, friends 
and his new Tulsa community. In 1970 he married Norma Kay 
Thompson Swank and added another beloved daughter and 
sister to this now family of seven.

A well-respected and beloved family practice physician in 
Tulsa for decades, Dr. Reeves delivered more than 2000 babies 
and cared for multiple generations of families. He was active 
in his professional associations, serving as the president of the 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association and as a lifetime member 
of the American Osteopathic Association. He also led the 
medical team at the Oklahoma Osteopathic Hospital (now the 
OSU Medical Center) as the Chief of Staff in 1977-78. Over 
the life of his career, he held many other leadership positions, 

including as Chairman of the Osteopathic Hospital Founders 
Association, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Uni-
versity of Health Sciences College of Osteopathic Medicine in 
Kansas City, Trustee of the Oklahoma State University Medi-
cal Center Trust and many more.

He was frequently honored for his service and dedication to 
the medical profession and to his community. Dr. Reeves was 
named the Outstanding Physician at the Oklahoma Osteo-
pathic Hospital in 1990, received the Distinguished Public 
Service Award from the Oklahoma State College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine in 1990 and the Doctor of the Decades Award 
from the Oklahoma Osteopathic Association in 2011. Also in 
2011, he was named an ICON for Oklahoma State University 
for his service to the school and the integral role he played in 
connecting the osteopathic college as a vital addition to the 
university.

He moved from Tulsa to St. Louis where he was an adminis-
trator for the Deaconess Medical Center until his retirement 
in 1996. He lived out his retirement years in Tulsa, where he 
continued to act as a surveyor of internships and training pro-
grams for the American Osteopathic Association and to serve 
on the Credentialing Subcommittee for Blue Cross & Blue 
Shield of Oklahoma.

Throughout his career, he considered it an honor and a privi-
lege to help educate and support medical students as a teacher, 
a mentor and a professional guide. In fact, his final wish was 
that his body be donated for scientific use at an osteopathic 
college so students can perfect and better their craft and to pay 
it forward for a profession that had served him well.

Ebb Reeves is survived by his beloved wife, Kay, and his five 
children: Pamela Reeves Thomas; David Reeves and his wife, 
Cindy; John Reeves and his wife Heather; Ellen Swank; and 
Sally Reeves Ray and her husband Bill. He was also a beloved 
Papa to 15 grandchildren and GG-Pa to four great-grandchil-
dren. He is also survived by his sister, Anna Reeves Holzer, 
and her three sons, his sister-in-law, Mona Whitmire and her 
husband Mark, as well as her two children and many other 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.

In Memorium
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Christopher Back, DO, 67, of Fort Gibson, OK was born Jan. 23, 1955, in Pryor, 
OK, to Marvin and Pauline Back and peacefully passed away July 9, 2022, in Tulsa, 
OK with his loving daughter at his side.

He met and married his future wife, Cindy Back, on June 23, 1979, in Tulsa, OK, a 
special friendship that lasted 47 years.

He received both his Bachelor of Science Degree in Physiology and his Master’s 
Degree in Archaeology at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, OK. He went on 
to get his Doctorate Degree of Medicine from Oklahoma State University of Osteo-
pathic Medicine in Tulsa, OK, followed by an internship at Metropolitan Hospital in 
Saint Petersburg, FL.

Dr. Back started his medical practice in Fort Gibson, Ok in 1982, serving the community and surrounding areas as the 
only doctor until his health started declining in 2006.

He was a member of the Fraternal Order of Freemasonry, as well as 32degree Scottish Rite, Tulsa, OK. Dr. Back was 
a member of the American Osteopathic Association, a lifetime alumni member of Oklahoma State University and a 
member of Oklahoma State Posse Club. He was very instrumental in organizing and chartering both the Lion’s Club 
and Chamber of Commerce, Fort Gibson, OK.

Dr. Back was proud of his community, and he was a perfectionist with his patients, he was available every day of the 
week for them along with making personal house calls and opening a free clinic one night of the week.

His passion was living history and Civil War reenacting, he traveled all over the U.S. portraying an individual in that 
time period. Dr. Back also traveled on his motorcycle with his Harley Davidson friends and enjoyed their company 
tremendously. Playing the guitar and singing with his companions was special to him. He also enjoyed the new para-
psychology group that he formed at the Fort Gibson library. His hobbies included fixing motorcycles and guitars.
Dr. Back’s greatest love was his family, his children were his pride and joy. He loved taking them to historical places 
on vacation and seeked out new and exciting adventures for them.

He was kind, compassionate and loving, he had a witty sense of humor that is truly going to be missed.
Dr. Back was preceded in death by his loving son, Froston Back. Dr. Back is leaving behind his daughter, D’Evereux 
Fondren, Boston, MA, whom he cherished with all his heart. A loving companion, Cindy Back, San Antonio, TX, a 
dear sister-in-law, Cathy Kaiser of Savannah, GA, a niece Anita Kaiser, of Savannah, GA, a niece and nephew, Re-
becca and J.J. Johnson, of Savannah, GA, a great-niece, Jaylee Johnson, of Savannah, GA, two brothers Pat and Mike 
Back, Salina, OK and a sister Joy Back, Salina, OK.

In Memorium

    Oklahoma D.O. | Fall 2022

O
klahom

a D
.O

.    PAG
E 29



Carole Coder Howard, DO, age 69, of Broken Arrow, OK departed this life on Tuesday, June 
28, 2022. She was born September 20, 1952 to James and Anne (Gorton) Coder of La Belle, 
Missouri. Carole attended school through the 12th grade in LaBelle. She was joined in mar-
riage to James Lewis Howard on December 20, 1970.

Carole attended Northeast Missouri State Teachers College from 1970 to 1972 and graduated 
from Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine in 1976. She and her husband interned at 
Suncoast Osteopathic Hospital in Florida from 1976-77. Carole then entered practice with her 
husband James and brothers, Dr. Jim Coder and Dr. Art Coder, at Broken Arrow Family Clinic 
in 1977. She was later joined by her niece, Dr. Rachel Whitehouse and nephew, Dr. Brian 
Coder.

Carole is survived by three sons whom she deeply loved, David Lewis (Peterli) of Lexington, James Daniel of Broken Arrow and 
Thomas Aubrey (Alexandra) of Kalamazoo, MI; as well as eight grandchildren: Jade Hoffman(Chase), Dakota Howard, Grant, 
Morgan, Paige, Grayson, Olivia and Felicity Howard; her brother Dr. James Coder (Joani) and sister-in-law Vendia; along with 
numerous nieces, nephews, great nieces and nephews and cousins.
She was preceded in death by her husband of 34 years, James Howard, her brother Arthur, her parents James and Anne Coder, 
and three grandchildren, Thomas Riley, Aubrey Jewel, and Cordelia Rose Howard.

During her lifetime, Carole enjoyed spending time with her family, golfing, fishing and going on amazing trips with loved ones. 
She was also a very accomplished pianist.

In Memorium

Wilmer Fast, DO, passed on Sunday July 3, 2022 at Pike Peak Hospice in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. He was born on the family farm southeast of Fairview on December 24, 1926 to 
Henry J. and Elizabeth Patskowsky Fast.

He accepted Christ as his personal savior at age twelve. He became a member of the South 
Fairview Mennonite Brethren Church the following summer.

Wilmer graduated from Progressive Grade School in 1941, Fairview and High School in 1945. 
He earned his Bachelor of Science degree in 1950 from Phillips University in Enid.

He graduated from Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences in 1960.

He married Naomi M. Hein in Fairview on July 25, 1948. The couple moved to Hennessey and had a Family Practice of Medi-
cine from 1962-1988 when they retired.

Wilmer and Naomi had a daughter Mary Kay who was born in Kansas City during their time there.

He is survived by daughter Mary Kay Kimmel and husband David of Colorado Springs; one grandson Chris Kimmel and 
wife Jenn of whom they were also very proud. Chris is a graduate of Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Virginia and 
received his law degree from Richmond University. Wilmer was preceded in death by both parents, his wife Naomi, and one 
brother Marvin Fast.
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Robert Myron Fogel DO, was a 1958 graduate of the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. He was certified in anatomical, clinical and forensic pathology and served as medi-
cal examiner in Oklahoma during the “Dixie Mafia” days, performing autopsies and testifying 
in court cases. Bob served as an instructor in pathology at the Kansas City College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine, Kirksville College of Medicine, and at the Oklahoma College of Medicine 
and Surgery while a member of the professional medical staff at Oklahoma Osteopathic 
Hospital.

Dr. Fogel’s academic and administrative appointments included service as professor and chair 
of the Department of Pathology at the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. Prior to 
that, he was with the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine, first as acting dean, then as acting associate dean for clinical affairs, finally 

as professor and chairman of clinical pathology. In 2009, he moved to the Island of St. Kitts where he taught pathology at the 
University of Medicine and Health Sciences, returning to Tulsa in retirement in 2012.

Dr. Fogel was recognized by the American College of Osteopathic Pathology with its Distinguished Service Award and the O. J. 
Snyder Memorial Award from the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. While he was happy with those awards, he was 
most proud of being named Professor of the Year numerous times in every institution where he taught. His students often said he 
taught them to “think like doctors” when they began practicing medicine. 
In his spare time, Bob enjoyed golf and snow skiing. He loved to sail and was a prolific writer, both professionally and as a 
hobby. His favorite place  to be was near water, whether the lake at his former farm in Mannford or the ocean in St. Kitts.

Dr. Fogel was predeceased by his parents, Albert and Gussie Fogel, his brother, Sydney and his son-in-law, Scott Messler. He is 
survived by his wife of forty years, Pamela Ross-Fogel and his six children: Michelle Inforzato, Robert Fogel (Dina Mahfouz 
Ghobashy), Valerie Fogel Inforzato (Todd Bellamy), Karen Messler, Kimberly Greving (Daniel), and Anthony Fogel (Iris En-
riquez Yepiz). He has twelve grandchildren and four great grandchildren. We will all miss him dearly.

One of his classes gave this description: Honorable Pathologist, Noble Teacher and, most of all, Caring and Passionate Human 
Being.” They were so right!

In Memorium
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GET INVOLVED WITH THE OOA BY JOINING A BUREAU!
The Oklahoma Osteopathic Association has many ways for members to get involved and help guide the future of

the association. One of the best ways you can make a difference is by participating in one of our bureaus. 
If you are interested in joining one or more of these bureaus, check the boxes that apply 

and mail this form back to us. 

              Name:___________________________________ Cell Phone:___________________________

              Email:________________________________________________________________________

Bureau on Legislation: This bureau keeps members updated on the latest legislative news that will impact 
your practice and patients. The participants also help guide the OOA’s stance on legislative issues.

Bureau on Membership: This bureau is open to any active member of the OOA and focuses on expanding 
our membership and bringing new benefits to members. 

Bureau on Postgraduate Education: This bureau primarily focuses on organizing the annual Research Poster 
Symposium. The symposium provides students and residents with an opportunity to showcase their research 
and win prize money. 

Bureau on Continuing Medical Education: This bureau focuses on the Winter and Summer CME Seminars 
to help determine the program and overall purpose of each seminar. 

Please send completed forms to:
Mail: 4848 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Fax: 405-528-6102        Email: allison@okosteo.org
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Connect with us!
With everything vying for your attention, we know how hard it is to keep 

up with the latest osteopathic news. Follow these simple steps to make sure 
you don’t miss a thing!

1 Like & follow the OOA on Facebook, Twitter 
& Instagram at @OKOSTEO.

2 Sign up for OOA text alerts by 
texting ‘OOA’ to 405-544-4123. 
We only send an occasional text 
so you won’t be bombarded.

3 Update your profile at 
www.okosteo.org so we 
have your most current 
contact information. 
If you need assistance, 
call us at 405-528-4848.

4 Check your inbox 
Tuesday mornings for 
the latest edition of the 
OOA Report.
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October 	

Happy Birthday
1 Myra A. Gregory, DO

Jenny J. Alexopulos, DO
Tammy K. Jarvis, DO
Gregory D. Pickett, DO

2 Amanda G. Foster, DO
Oliver A. Cerqueira, DO
Jessica K. Cunningham, DO

3 Shannon N. Boughner, DO 4 Douglas A. Powell, DO
Tracey W. Childers, DO
Ryan P. Conley, DO

5 James H. Anderson, DO
Dawn A. Mayberry, DO
Paul A Reel, DO
Sheila J. Stanek, DO
David L. Thompson, DO
Wayne A. Huey, DO

6 Lisa M. Hayes, DO
Lisa L. Crawford, DO
Zoobia Mirza, DO
Summer M. Lepley, DO

7 Lee A. Kirsch, DO 8 Jerry D. Scholz, DO
Glenn L. Smith, DO
Thomas W. McCulloh, DO
Lauren C. Hopkins, DO
Blake P. Parsons, DO

9 Kim K. Hunter, DO
Christopher A. Shearer, DO
Marshall L. Rea, DO
Christopher M. Sacilowski, DO
Tiffany R. Ferguson, DO

10 Mark W. Newey, DO
Dale W. Bratzler, DO
Kelly L. Shuler, DO
Layne E. Subera, DO
Jarrod J. Mueggenborg, DO
Andrew M. Patchett, DO
Luke R. Leming, DO
Binh T. Phung, DO

11 Robert M. Wakefield, DO
Wendell L. Richards, DO
Ryan C. Johnson, DO

12 John F. Rice, DO
Debbie Gladd Foley, DO
Grace R. Kennedy, DO
K. Eric Markert, DO
Jess T. Roy, DO
Ronald S. LaButti, DO
Ryan L. Nelson, DO
Monica M. Woodall, DO
Andrea E. Schwartz, DO
Carlos Guevara, DO
Garren Gebhardt, DO

13 Billy G. Henderson, DO
Michael F. Stratton, DO
Robert B. Lawson, DO
Jeffrey M. Calava, DO
M. Todd Reilly, DO
Lee P. Bee, DO
Kyle C. Wooderson, DO
Derek M. Matheson, DO

14 Bradley C. Taylor, DO
Christine Calabrese Wilson, DO
Linzi L. Stewart, DO

15 Edward H. Yob, DO
Gerald R. Hale, DO
Evan D. Cole, DO

16 J. Michael Ritze, DO
Neal S. Templeton, DO
Frank W. Wyant, Jr, DO
Ama S. Isaac, DO
Craig Rogers, DO

17 Richard E. Mills, DO
D. Paul Campbell, DO
Christopher A. Edge, DO
Donald R. Klinger, DO
C. Patrick McCauley, DO
Ian D. Bushyhead, DO
Jessica T. Erbacher Weber, DO

18 Scott A. Mitchell, Sr, DO
Steven E. Cox, DO
Keely W. Wheeler, DO

19 Jansen Todd, DO
William J. Herron, DO
Steven D. Hinshaw, DO
Gregory P. DiSalvatore, DO
Stephen G. Bovasso, DO
Shon D. Kendall, DO
Hooby P. Yoon, DO
Clint J. Basener, DO

20 Jawaun M. Lewis, DO

21 Fred J. Crapse, Jr, DO
Gregory B. Vanzant, DO
John D. Conley, DO
Jillian R. Riggs, DO

22 Dale D. Reinschmiedt, DO
Sheldon C. Berger, DO
Christopher M. Lee, DO

23 Thomas W. Britt, DO
Scott A. Ghere, DO
John J. Harrison, DO

24 Lee Vander Lugt, DO
V. Ray Cordry, Jr, DO
Thomas M. Auxter, DO
Johnny D. Duncan, DO
Kristen A. Battles, DO

25 Gregory A. Rogers, DO
Ryan A. Pitts, DO
Heather Anne Jones, DO
Jonathan Robins, DO
Xuan Thao Nghe, DO

26 Barclay J. Sappington, DO
R. Suzanne Ferguson, DO
Angela I. Carrick, DO

27 Christopher L. Cole, DO
Kayse M. Shrum, DO
Jason M. Taylor, DO
Cheryl B. Kroeker, DO
Keri D. Smith, DO

28 Ruth A. Miller, DO
James E. Magnusson, DO
Brandon M. Rhinehart, DO
Anastasia C. Fisher, DO
Steven Saam Sands, DO

29 Kathryn Trusell, DO
Dixie L. Grant-Collins, DO
Raymond K Griffith, DO
Timothy F. Rathbun, DO
Misti K. Crawley, DO

30 David R. White, DO
Scott M. Koch, DO

31 Nicholas J. Bentley, IV, DO
Robert David Hill, DO
R. David Hill, DO
Leslie J. Rebtoy, DO
Jayson D. Henry, DO



October 	 December

November
1 James D. Ford, DO

Roger L. Hobgood, DO
Brad W. Stahlheber, DO
Holly J. D. Dawson, DO
Richard R. Polk, DO

2 James M. Wiley, DO
Steven C. Buck, DO
Janet E. Cheek, DO
Franklin J. Evans, DO
Derek L. West, DO
D. Matt Wilkett, DO

3 Nolen D. Anderson, DO
Kevin F. Tulipana, DO 4 M. Robert Cieminski, DO

Chad E. Crawley, DO 5 William F. Sturdevant, DO
Brian H. Rodgers, DO
Terry M. Lee, DO
Charles H. Mitchell, DO
Justin B. Plaxico, DO
Jeremy D. Thomas, DO
Nathaniel D. Stetson, DO
Andrew J. Sperling, DO
Robert L. Skelton, DO

6 John T. O’Connor, Jr., DO
George E. Freeman, DO
Laura L. McKeever, DO
Gregory L. Wilson, DO
Shannon P. Calhoun, DO
Sarah M. Washatka, DO

7 Kenneth E. Calabrese, DO
Carla J. Jones, DO
Basima Williams, DO
A. C. Brownell, DO
Amanda R. Cain, DO
Brianna R. McMurray, DO
Alejandra S. DeSantiago, DO

8 Joseph J. Back, DO
R. Jeff Wright, DO
Joe D. Sagely, DO
M. Michelle Barlow, DO
Shawnaree L. Lee, DO
Abby M. Housman, DO
Keivan Abtahi, DO
Justin P. Joseph, DO

9 Teresa J. Lynn, DO
Ahmed S. Salous, DO 10 Paul D. Morrison, DO

David N. Chorley, DO
Daniel G. Reiter, DO
Robin M. Mikel, DO
Corey R. Babb, DO

11 Timothy W. Boersma, DO
William B. Parsons, DO
Deborah D. Archer, DO
Sheryl E. Ghan, DO

12 Jerry C. Crain, DO
Wm. Joseph Harrison, DO
David C. Crosswhite, DO
Scott T. Shepherd, DO

13 Leon J. Yoder, DO
Clint F. Kirk, DO 14 Bobby N. Daniel, DO

C. Patrick Sullivan, DO
Marcella P. Jones, DO
Charles D. Black, DO
Shawn R. Fitzgerald, DO
Blake Middleton, DO

15 Paul B. Rock, DO
Nancy A. Brown, DO
Donna J. Price, DO
Jay K. Johnson, DO
Brian G. Ogg, DO
Nghia T. Phan, DO
Laura White, DO
Nathaniel D. Weber, DO

16 JoAnn G. Ryan, DO
Rod F. Linzman, DO
Frances F. Haas, DO
Julie M. White, DO
Sean E. Neely, DO
Ana C. Oliveira Crew, DO

17 Tom W. Ewing, DO
Tamara J. Holloway, DO
James D. Campbell, DO
Melinda R. Allen, DO
Daniel W. Langley, DO
Brian C. Diener, DO

18 Robert C. Williams, DO
Mary K. Mercer, DO
Thomas H. Osborn, Jr., DO
Jana L. Wilkins, DO
R. Brian Hightower, DO
Shannan Bond, DO
Shannon L. Reed, DO
Caroline E. Merritt-Schiermeyer, DO
Heidi Metheny, DO

19 James A. Henley, DO
Eric Gillette, DO 20 Earl U. Bachenberg, DO

Donna L. Schneider, DO
Carol M. Sherman, DO
Dawn R. Wilson, DO
Semira Charboneau, DO
Jim McKeehen, DO

21 Robert J. Breckenridge, DO
Theodore A. Mickle, Jr., DO
Gary W. Hillman, DO
Marilyn L. Hines, DO
Neal W. Siex, DO
D. Kirk Depriest, DO
Eric S. Lee, DO
Shelley Thurman

22 Kyra J. Vineyard, DO
Sheila A. Newcomb, DO 23 Joseph C. Nemcok, DO

Sean D. Boone, DO
Brent W. Henderson, DO
Paul K. Pulchny, DO
Kalli J. Reimer, DO

24 Martin J. Davis, DO
Ellen R. Basile, DO
Traci L. Carney, DO
Victor R. Palomino, DO
John V. Tedesco, DO
Michael C. Friedle, DO

25 Peter C. Chambers, DO
Holly B. Costner, DO
Valerie N. Ritter, DO
Alyson B. Willis, DO

26

31

Michael J. Simulescu, DO

Joseph E. Wolf, DO
Ronald Fried, DO

27 Chriss B. Roberts, DO
Jack R. Lamberson, DO
Nalin U.G., DO

28 Steven D. Baker, DO
Connie M. Wilson, DO
J. Damon Smith, DO
Kimberly J. Bennett, DO
Colony S. Fugate, DO
Ben G. Nguyen, DO
Laura A. Sanford, DO

29 M. Chad Owens, DO
Kristopher R. Avant, DO 30 Gerry P. Holland, DO

E. Michael Callery, DO
Gregory M. Schmidt, DO
Sarah J. Passmore, DO
        Mark E. Blubaugh, DO

1 Terry L. Nickels, DO
Tye Ward, DO
Melonie D. Ferry, DO

2 Julie A. Dionne, DO
Jonelle G. Dutton-Gaddis, DO
Brandon M. Green, DO

3 Timothy L. Moore, DO
Brian S. McDowell, DO
Matthew B. Kallenberger, DO
Laura Jane Holsey, DO
Monica E. Harden, DO

4 Rodney O. McCrory, DO
Frank L. Hubbard, DO
Richard R. Black, DO
Rachel L. Whitehouse, DO

5 Trung H. Pham, DO
G. Douglas Menz, DO
Matthew C. Headrick, DO

6 Walter F. Kempe, DO
Judy H. Trent, DO
Michael T. Ray, DO
Amru Swar, DO

7 Melinda L. Steelmon, DO
Travis D. Campbell, DO 8 Steven L. Nussbaum, DO

Jason K. Benn, DO
Ryan K. Hakimi, DO

9 Steven E. Watson, DO
Carol A. Hanson, DO
Mark L. Mathers, DO
Debra L. Montgomery, DO
Stacy M. Chronister, DO

10 Edward A. Huber, DO
Richard A. Felmlee, DO
Charles E. Henley, Jr, DO
Frank B. Parks, DO
Jay D. Cunningham, DO
Kimberly D. Felten, DO
Susan V. Mathew, DO
Erica D. Dearman, DO
Kenneth McDonald, DO

11 Sherri L. Wise, CPA
Gina M. Caravaglia, DO
Frank L. Frederick, DO
Timothy Fernstrom, DO
Tara B. Hasenpflug, DO
Matthew D. Davis, DO

12 Derek G. Howard, DO
C. Shane Hume, DO
Jeanie L. Klabzuba, DO
Nathaniel D. Rapp, DO

13 Rita B. Sanders, DO
David L Smith, DO
Stanley J. Smith, DO
Adam B. Smith, DO
Garrick L. Shreck, DO
Kelley J. Joy, DO
Peter Baik, DO
Brian M. Zimmer, DO
Erin E. Brown, DO

14 George M. Jennings, DO
D. Duane Baughman, DO
Timmeni L. Stevens, DO
Sang H. Lee, DO
Kristy J. Wingerter, DO

15 J. Matthew Roberts, DO
Kenneth W. Gibson, DO
Brian K. Berryman, DO
Randall J. Grellner, DO
Stephanie P. Christner, DO
Ryan Ford, DO

16 Karen L. Schafer, DO
Michele L. Neil-Sherwood, DO
David W. Seitsinger, DO

17 Nelson C. Onaro, DO
Janet L. Garvin, DO
Mary Sue Kendrick, DO
Thomas W. Salyer, DO
Duane G. Koehler, DO
Raji M. Gill, DO

18 Dean R. Fullingim, DO
Anita Luetkemeyer
Michele M. Fowler, DO
Jeff S. Reid, DO
Justin J. Walker, DO

19 William A. Cooper, DO
Whitney L. Cline, DO
William P. Wylie, DO
Valerie E. Jones Robinson, DO

20 S. Philip Zrenda, DO

21 Keith S. Patterson, DO
Trenton F. Horst, DO
Cynthia L. Nydick, DO
Joshua A. Gentges, DO
Reza J. Azadi, DO
Ashley C. Walker, DO

22 Larry T. Lovelace, DO
Patrick F. Kelly, DO
James Paul Sisk, II, DO
Randall S. Reust, DO

23 Robert D. Holsey, DO
Fred Wallace, DO
Brian T. Crotty, DO
Matt Dowell, DO

24 Thomas H. Nulf, DO
Bruce D. Cornett, DO
Gregory W. Fairlie, DO
John V. Kirk, DO
Kevin W. Anderson, DO

25 Clayton H. Royder, DO
Kala J. Omstead, DO
Brian A. Coder, DO
Susan K. Anderson, DO
Roger K. Pfeiffer, DO
Scott J. Fowler, DO
Zachary A. Fowler, DO
Candice M. Meyer, DO

26 G. Barry Robbins, Jr, DO
Patrick P. Lo, DO
Douglas R. Banning, DO
Brenda R. Stutzman, DO
Wayland R. Billings, DO
Wayne E. Williams, DO

27 Elliott R. Schwartz, DO 28 Paul A. Mobley, DO
Beth E. Hites, DO
Marinn Rank, DO
Christopher Snyder, DO

29 Henry S. Hewes, DO
David M. Lovelace, DO
Scott Reeder, DO

30 Stephanie J. Forbes, DO
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PROTECTING YOUR MEDICAL PRACTICE FOR 83 YEARS

RELATIONSHIPS YOU CAN RELY ON

The Oklahoma Osteopathic Association has endorsed
Rich & Cartmill, Inc. and Medical Protective since 1999

Please support your OOA and consider Rich & Cartmill, Inc. 
for your Professional Liability Insurance needs.

For more information contact Scott Selman
at 918-809-1461 or sselman@rcins.com
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Rich & Cartmill and Med Pro/PLICO have been a 
Premier Partner of the OOA for many years. 

Please consider Rich & Cartmill and 
Med Pro/PLICO for your Professional Liability 

Insurance needs.

For more information, contact Scott Selman at 
918-809-1461 or sselman@rcins.com


